Count Dracula was created by the
Dublin writer Bram Stoker.
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UNTIL the 1920s, on St. Brigid’s Day (February
1st) at Teltown, County Meath, couples could
legally marry by simply walking towards each
other. If the union didn’t work out, they could
‘divorce’ by walking away from each other at
the same place exactly a year and a day later.

JAMES Byrme, the 7 feet 2 inch “Irish Giant,
died of depression in 1783 after being literally
watched to death by the servant of a doctor who
wanted his huge frame for dissection.

THE Devil's Bit mountain near Thurles, County
Tipperary, is so called because Satan, furious at
finding no wicked souls in Ireland as he flew
over it, supposedly bit a chunk out of the rock in
his rage.

H ALLOWEEN has its origins in Samhain, the
Celtic feast of the dead.

A holy tree on the Tyrone shore of Lough
Neagh near Ardboe was said to bring good
fortune to those who hammered coins into its
trunk. It eventually died of metal poisoning.

A monkey appears on the Fitzgerald coat of
arms in tribute to the family pet which rescued
the infant 1st Earl of Kildare from a fire at Kilkea
castle in the 14th century.



